
Support the Safe and Secure Detention Act within the STRIVE Act of 2007
Ask Congress to implement the recommendations of the US Commission on International and Religious Freedom (USCIRF) by supporting the STRIVE Act – “Secure and Safe Detention and Asylum Act” 
BACKGROUND AND PROBLEM: Security Through Regularized Immigration and a Vibrant Economy (STRIVE) ACT
The STRIVE Act implements the key recommendations of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), which issued a critical report in 2005 describing DHS procedures that impair the right to seek asylum, and poor treatment of asylum seekers held in immigration detention.  
THE STRIVE ACT WILL:
· Improve conditions in detention facilities. Use limited resources wisely: The STRIVE Act would (1) improve conditions in immigration detention facilities, and (2) promote alternatives to detention so that limited detention beds can be used most efficiently.  To reduce detention costs, Congress has appropriated funds for programs known as “alternatives to detention.”  Under these programs people can be released to an enhanced supervision program that ensures people appear at immigration hearings.  The Act requires the nation-wide expansion of a “secure alternatives” program based on an existing pilot.  
· Establish consistent criteria for DHS determinations about asylum seekers: Currently, a large number of asylum seekers apprehended upon arrival sit in prisons and jails for months without being considered for release.  The STRIVE Act establishes consistent criteria for DHS to consider in determining whether an asylum seeker may be released.  The Act would mandate an initial parole determination by DHS within 72 hours of the alien’s detention, and another review by an immigration judge within two weeks.  

· Expand programs that enhance court efficiency and tell people about their rights: 
Congress has appropriated funds for Legal Orientation Programs (LOP) for immigration detainees.  LOP for immigration detainees gives people information about the legal process before their first hearing by an immigration judge. The program helps people understand whether or not they are eligible for an immigration benefit, such as asylum, or whether they should instead cancel their applications and return home. LOP safe-guards the rights of people who are locked up, enhances the efficiency of court proceedings, and reduces detention costs. The STRIVE Act requires nationwide expansion of the program.  
· Provide humane treatment for all and appropriate standards for non-criminals: The STRIVE Act directs DHS to improve detention conditions in several areas, including the use of shackling and solitary confinement, and access to legal counsel and medical care.  Non-criminal non-violent detainees would have to be separated from inmates with criminal convictions, and the Secretary would promulgate standards addressing the unique needs of asylum seekers, victims of torture, families with minor children, and other vulnerable populations.


