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Fact Sheet

Standing in solidarity with immigrants, the Detention Watch Network (DWN) is a national coalition of organizations and individuals who are working to educate the public, media and policy makers about the US immigration detention and deportation system and advocate for reform so that all who come to our shores receive fair and humane treatment. 

Formed in 1997, DWN is a member-based, member-driven organization working in support of and in service to immigrants in detention and those at risk of detention.  DWN members and supporters include legal, social, and religious service providers, community leaders, students, affected individuals and families, policy advocates, as well as others from across the country who are advocating on behalf of those in immigration detention.  

What we believe
The United States is a nation of immigrants and refugees, built on the strengths of diverse peoples, cultures, and beliefs.  

· We seek to honor the U.S. history and values of diversity, fairness, equality, and individual rights.

· We seek fair and humane immigration laws and procedures that reflect international norms of human rights.

· We seek the consistent enforcement of these laws in ways that respect and value immigrants and immigrant communities.

· We stand in solidarity with immigrants in detention and we fight for their fair, dignified, respectful treatment as individuals with unique histories and desires.

· We seek to disentangle immigrants and refugees from the paradigm of national security and the framework of criminal justice.

· We believe the U.S. should seek alternatives to detention so that immigrants are only held in detention facilities as a last resort and that prison facilities and jails should never be used for this purpose.

· We seek conditions of detention that are humane and respectful, not punitive. 

· We believe that people in detention have a right to access legal, social, health, spiritual and other supportive services.
Facts about detention

Immigrants detained on any given day by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (now Immigration and Customs Enforcement):
	1994
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002

	7,444
	8,591
	9,303
	13,056
	15,486
	17,527
	19,395
	19,079
	20,653


Under the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, Congress approved a 40,000-bed increase in immigration detention over the next five years.

Estimated:

	2010
	62,000


The Department of Homeland Security spends more than $600,000,000 to detain non-citizens each year, at an average cost of $5,000 per month per detainee.

Source:

U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Federal Detention Trustee, http://www.usdoj.gov/ofdt
Organizations currently represented on the DWN Steering Committee

· American Friends Service Committee, Newark, NJ 
· Catholic Charities, Houston, TX
· Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Framingham, MA
· Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project, Florence, AZ
· Hate Free Zone, Seattle, WA
· Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, Baltimore, MD

· Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, Minneapolis, MN
· National Immigrant Justice Center, Chicago, IL
· Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, Seattle, WA
· NYSDA Immigrant Defense Project, New York, NY
· Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children, Washington, DC
For more information contact: 

Detention Watch Network
 1536 U Street, Washington DC 20009 

Tel: (202) 339-9354

www.detentionwatchnetwork.org
_1241533871.bin

