Defund the Detention and
Deportation Machine

A quick explainer on cutting off the money
#DefundHate

Money is one of the only barriers to Trump’s DHS fully enacting its hate-fueled detention and
deportation nightmare. In his 2018 budget, President Trump not only requested A LOT more money
for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS] (which includes Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection ([CBP)) but also for parts of the Justice
Department (DOJ) that will play a role in the mass criminalization of immigrants. Among other
harmful things, he asked for:
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Even though the President can make funding requests, Congress is ultimately the decision-maker
when it comes to federal spending. For a long time, even Senators and Representatives who have
said they support immigrant communities and publicly condemned aggressive immigration
enforcement have quietly voted to fund it.

Both parties have been complicit in driving more and more taxpayer dollars to the enforcement,

detention and deportation machine. This has to stop.




The Federal Funding Process

Every year, Congress makes decisions about how to spend taxpayer dollars—first by setting overall
amounts of money to be spent in 12 big buckets during the budget process (green below) and then by
dividing the money in each bucket among different programs in the appropriations process (blue below).
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Stopping the flow of money is critical to stopping the Trump anti-immigrant agenda.

This means we need to do three things:

" e|n the budget process: decrease the amount of
. money going to the Department of Homeland

. Security.

e|n the appropriations process say:

- not one more penny for detention, ICE or

CBP agents, or border militarization;

- no attacks on sanctuary cities;

- no more immigration prosecutions.
eThroughout: get all progressive champions to
publicly push for significant cuts to funding for
the enforcement, detention and deportation
machine.

In the past, we've focused on funding for Homeland Security, but with Attorney General Sessions
at the helm, the Department of Justice is playing an increasingly significant role in the
criminalization of immigrants—most notably through pursuing more immigration-related
criminal prosecutions and retaliating against people and cities who refuse to participate in
federal immigration enforcement. These efforts are key components of a broader attempt to
suppress dissent and justify harsh enforcement through criminalization. For more information:
http://bit.ly/2stnele



What's the timeline?

Current federal spending bills expire on September 30, 2017. By then Congress will have to either
pass a big NEW spending bill or pass a temporary extension of current spending bills (continuing

resolution, CR) in order to avoid a government shutdown.

We are very concerned that members of Congress will work out a compromise spending bill by the
end of the summer or early fall. The House has already started drafting bills, and we need to
pressure our Representatives now (see ideas below.] Negotiations have also begun in the Senate. The
Senate will make the final decision on what pieces of the spending bills move forward.
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Progressive champions
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Republican leaders in the House

including Rep. Paul Ryan, Speaker of
the House, and Rep. Freylinghuysen,
Appropriations Committee Chair.

Senate leaders

who are involved in negotiating
the final deal; see list here:
http://bit.ly/2uuTFKO

Members of the Budget and
Appropriations Committees

especially members of the sub-
committees that handle money
for DHS or DOJ; see a list here:
http://bit.ly/2uuTFkO
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wherever you live, make sure that
your Representative and Senators
oppose funding for the enforcement,
detention and deportation machine!

We've seen that powerful organizing and constituent pressure can change the outcome of something that
previously seemed inevitable. Even with the White House and Congress controlled by openly anti-immigrant

politicians, we can still win.




Request a meeting with a member of Congress for August
recess.

Engage your local media.

Escalate! If your target refuses to meet with you or during your meeting refuses to commit to
opposing funding for the enforcement, detention and deportation machine, create an escalation
plan to add pressure. Possible ideas include:

Use social media to amplify your work.

Integrate defunding the enforcement, detention and deportation machine into ongoing local
campaigns.
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