IMMIGRANT DETENTION AT
THE ETOWAH JAIL
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#SHUTDOWNETOWAH

Immigrant Detention in Context:
The Mass Incarceration System

How many people are locked up in the United States?
dsu - - f ”

State Prisons
1,359,000

Terminology

ul permanent resident (i.e.,
)
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Immigration Detention — Basic Facts
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The Detention Bed Quota

Language introduced into 2009 DHS Appropriations Act
requiring minimum of 33,400 immigrant detention beds at
."my given time — increased to 34,000 in 2013
5 nd local governments p:
ate the quota

1ntecd minimums”) in individual det nnon contracts

No other law enforcement agency operate
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CIVIC:shertiilm: https://youtu.belliwO LAsky

4/10/17




About Etowah

ref@rm but failed to delix

Reported Abuses & Violations

Advocates, independent monitors, and detainees have made
s of grave, systemic abuses at Etowah:

Meager, rotten, and barely edible food

Denial of essential medical and mental healthca
Isolation and deprivation, no access to the outdoors - never
Minimal to no programming

No legal orientation program or other legal se:

Loved ones can only visit by video monitor, exorbitant
phone rates

Physical and verbal abuse by ICE and county office:
Excessive and retaliatory use of solitary confinement
Extremely prolonged d tion — many detained ove:
year, some for over four or five years

Inspections vs. Reality

Facility Type:
(2012 1CE Average Daily Population: |

2011 ERC

Inspector:

Rating:
Deficient Stan-
dards:
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Inspections vs. Reality (cont.)

» Legal Orientation Program rated “Acceptable”

 Visitation rated “Acceptable”

Inspections vs. Reality (cont.)

* “[OJutdoor recreation is provided at this
facility”

Inspections vs. Reality (cont.)

* Food Service rated “Acceptable”




Inspections vs. Reality (cont.)

Programming rated “Acceptable,” claimed
detainees have access to wide range of
programs including World Aquaculture
Program, Puppies without Borders, and
Adventure Programming

DHS Civil Rights Office “super-recommends”

Etowah'’s closure

In its Fiscal Year 2015 report, DHS’s own Office of Civil

and Civil Liberties (CRCL) recognized the repeated
past failures to implement recommended reforms at
Et h, and acknowledged that it had issued a “super-
recommendations memorandum” to ICE leadership
recommending that ICE terminate its contract to house

of Information Act (FOIA) request for the memorandum.
DHS recently denied the request, and we are considering
taking them to court

#ShutDownEtowah
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Campaign Members

NVACLUE =\ S

Campaign Goals

Campaign Tactics

social j g
nd detainees’ family members committed to

Civil rights litigation and administrative complaints
beas corpus petitions for prolonged def

Legal support for direct action and public pressure strategies




DIRECT ACTIONS
@ ETOWAH

Father’s Day Serenade
CHANT DOWN THE WALLS
June 2015
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Vigil to Restore Visitation
August 2015
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Protest against Hunger Strike Retaliations
November 2015

Memorial Service for Teka Gulema
February 2016




‘We Want Freedom Action
April 2016

“Super-recommendations memo” FOIA Press
Conference at 16th Street Baptist Church
September 2016

-

I SHUT
DOWN

Day of the Dead Procession
November 2016
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How can I get involved?

Write a letter to a detained person

Visit a detained person w/ the Etowah Visitation
Project

Attend a vigil or direct action at the jail

Host a community meeting like this one at your
home, church, business or organization

Etowah Co. residents: call and write to your
commissioner and attend County Commission
meetings

Follow @ShutDownEtowah on social media and sign
up for our email list

Learn more: visit
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