INTRODUCTION

For many in the immigrant justice move-
ment, the inauguration of President Joe
Biden in 2021 signaled a moment of hope
and possibility after four years of a Trump
administration that was defined by its
cruelty to migrants. Though Biden started

his presidential term by rolling back a
number of Trump’s cruel immigration

policies (whiledragging his feet on others)
and implementing some modest interior

enforcement reforms, over the course of
three years his administration has moved
increasingly right on these issues.

Under the Biden administration, Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
detention has returned to pre-pandemic
levels and surveillance has skyrocketed.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has
experimented with open air detention of
migrants along the border. During the
same time the administration opened or
expanded detention centers and refused
to close facilities even at the recommen-
dation of Biden’s own government. At

every opportunity Biden has made clear
his intent to keep the border inaccessi-
ble and to criminally prosecute, detain,
surveil, and deport more people.

In recent negotiations for a supplemen-
tal funding package, Biden clarified that
he sees migrant lives as expendable
bargaining chips, and that he is much
closer to the previous administration on
immigration policy than he indicated on
the campaign trail. In these negotiations,
he willingly offered to curtail his parole
authority and declared that he would shut
down the border “right now.” Not only has
he broken promises, but the President
has moved to the right and dug his heels
into a cruel deterrence and punishment
approach to migration that simply does
not work.

Following Congress’s failure to pass the
negotiated supplemental funding pack-
age, reports indicate that Biden may
issue executive orders or regulations that

would try to achieve some of the policy
goals negotiated for that bill, including
making it harder for asylum seekers to
pass the first stage of the asylum process,
and arbitrarily turning away many asylum
seekers atthe border before even making
it to that first stage. In a recent trip to the
border, Biden shockingly invited Trump
to join him in lobbying congress to pass
the failed supplemental bill and he did
so again during his fourth State of the
Union address in March. Finally, in March
Biden signed into law a Fiscal Year 2024
appropriations bill, negotiated through
backdoor meetings with Republican lead-
ership, that increased ICE detention and
surveillance funding to levels not seen in
the agency’s history, enough to detain an
average daily population (ADP) of nearly
42,000 people.

Rather than making progress towards
keeping his promise of a more humane
immigration system, on the whole, the
President has not only regressed on all of
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our policy demands but has increasingly
conceded ground to the most extreme
anti-immigrant corners of government
and society, and in the process, has
moved the starting point for future negoti-
ations further to the right. If the President
continues down this path it will cement
his legacy of co-signing a rightwing
agenda on migration. Biden has failed to
live up to his promises. We demand that
the Presidentimmediately reverse course
and advance a pro-immigrant vision that
upholds the dignity of all people.



https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2021/status-check-100-days-office-biden-has-yet-meaningfully-address-ice-s
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2021/status-check-100-days-office-biden-has-yet-meaningfully-address-ice-s
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2021/status-check-100-days-office-biden-has-yet-meaningfully-address-ice-s
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/biden-administration-should-end-title-42-without-relying-immigration
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/nov/27/us-mexico-border-asylum-open-air-detention-center-california
https://fox5sandiego.com/news/border-report/border-patrol-accused-of-gross-violations-of-human-rights-for-open-air-detention-sites/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/27/biden-border-deal-senate
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/27/biden-border-deal-senate
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/Restoring%20Border%20Access%20Without%20Detention.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/Restoring%20Border%20Access%20Without%20Detention.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/biden-weighs-making-harder-migrants-get-asylum-easier-deport-rcna139626
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2024/biden-has-abandoned-any-shred-moral-compass-inviting-trump-join-him
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2024/biden-has-abandoned-any-shred-moral-compass-inviting-trump-join-him
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2024/biden-has-abandoned-any-shred-moral-compass-inviting-trump-join-him
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2024/biden-has-abandoned-any-shred-moral-compass-inviting-trump-join-him
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For the last three years, Detention
Watch Network (DWN) has demanded
that the Biden administration depart
from this country’s decades long
deterrence approach that relies on
inhumane and unnecessary detention.

Rather than fighting back against
this immoral path, Biden contin-
ues to bargain with immigrant lives
and cosign the far-right’s cruel,
anti-immigrant agenda.

At the start of Biden’s fourth year
in office we evaluate his dangerous
shift and urgently call on him to
reverse course.
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DWN CONTINUES TO DEMAND BIDEN TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS
DURING HIS FOURTH YEAR IN OFFICE:
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DEMAND 1
Release people from immigration detention and halt transfers within the ICE system
and from jails and prisons

DEMAND 2

Stop all detention expansion efforts, shut down detention centers, and end contracts

DEMAND 3

Shrink the pipeline into detention by ending police-ICE collaboration, halting
migrant prosecutions, and restoring access to asylum at the border without the use
of detention

DEMAND 4

End the use of invasive, compulsory ICE surveillance programs

DEMAND 5
Keep families together by ending deterrence-based immigration policies and
permanently end family detention and surveillance through formal policymaking

DEMAND 6
Cut funding to ICE and CBP in the President’s Fiscal Year 2025 proposed budget and
final appropriations bill and instead invest in communities
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DEMAND 1

. Release people from detention and halt
. transfers within the ICE system and from

. “jails and prisons

For the last three years, the Biden admin-
istration failed to reduce the number
of people in immigration detention
through releases and has failed to halt
transfers. Instead, for a third year in a
row, ICE detention numbers climbed to
a height of nearly 40,000 by November
2023 where they have remained. That
is nearly triple the number of people in
detention compared to the lowest point
during the Covid-19 pandemic in Febru-
ary of 2021 when the number of peoplein
detention fell to just over 13.000 people.
The average length of stay for people
in detention has also increased over
the last year as has the use of solitary
confinement. During Biden’s first three

years in office, at least 16 people have
died in ICE custody, including two people
in December 2023, Frankline Okpu and
and Carlos Juan Francisco, and two more
people so far in 2024, Ousmane Ba and
Charles Leo Daniel.

At facilities that the administration
previously marked for reduction or
where the government’s own inspec-
tors determined that no one should be
detained, the Biden administration not
only failed to release people but instead
increased the number of people detained
in those facilities. For example, in 2022,
the administration announced it would
reduce the ICE detention population and
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capacity atthe Winn Correctional Center
in Louisiana, but the number of people
detained there has been steadily climb-
ing and today the facility is operating
over the contractually guaranteed mini-
mum while conditions remain dire.

Similarly, ICE has continued to detain
an increasing number of people at
the Torrance County Detention Facility
despite adamning report from the DHS
Office of Inspector General (OIG) urging
that ICE stop detaining people there.
ICE’s failure to follow the OIG’s recom-
mendation ultimately resulted in the

tragic death of Kelsey Vial by suicide.

Since then ICE has drastically increased

the number of people it detains at
Torrance (attimes up to 500 people, near
the contractually guaranteed minimum)
while conditions remain unchanged.



https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/number-people-detention-highest-level-under-biden-administration-over-35k
https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/detentionstats/pop_agen_table.html
https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/detentionstats/pop_agen_table.html
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/two-deaths-ice-detention-one-week-december
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/two-deaths-ice-detention-one-week-december
https://www.democracynow.org/2024/3/12/maru_mora_villalpando_northwest_detention_center
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Winn%20Anthology%20of%20Abuse_w%20Letter_.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/new-damning-dhs-oig-report-ice-detention-adds-overwhelming-bank-evidence
https://thehill.com/latino/3881755-suicide-attempts-highlight-mental-health-concerns-in-immigrant-detention/
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/reports/2024/anthology-abuse-case-permanent-closure-torrance-county-detention-facility
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' DEMAND 2

. Stop all expansion efforts, shut down detention
' centers, and end contracts, including by not - o :
: ",_.ie’_r)ewing contracts that are set to expire in 2023 : f//, o g

In Biden’s first two years in office, ICE
ended several detention contracts
and reduced usage of other facilities,
including facilities from DWN’s First
Ten to Communities Not Cages list.
These community wins include the
termination of ICE detention contracts

for lrwin County Jail, Bristol County

Jail, Etowah County Jail, Berks County
Detention Center and Yuba County

Jail. This year as DWN’s Communi-

ties Not Cages campaign marks five

years, we celebrate these hard-fought
wins as we continue to hold the Biden
administration accountable.

Despite these wins, in addition to several
others resulting from local or state level
advocacy, ICE maintained overall deten-
tion capacity by expanding or opening

new detention centers, like the Moshan-
non Valley Detention Center in Pennsyl-
vania.This private prison was previously
a Bureau of Prisons facilities until that
contract was forced to end under Biden’s
executive order on private prisons.
Despite promises on the campaign trail
and in his early days in office, this exec-
utive order did not include ICE deten-
tion. While the executive order should be
seen as a decarceration movement win,
the exclusion of ICE detention by Biden
opened the door to the carceral carousel

allowing facilities like Moshannon to

be converted to ICE detention centers.

In 2023, Biden’s third year in office, he
failed to end any ICE detention contracts,
missing the opportunity to end 12

contracts set to expire that year. Eleven

of these facilities continue to be in use.
ICE has pulled out of one facility (Okmul-
gee County Jail) due to inhumane condi-
tions but has refused to officially cancel
the contract. In addition, the adminis-
tration failed to end contracts for all but
two facilities (Berks and Yuba) listed in
an internal review that called for the
closure of at least nine facilities.

Biden has repeatedly refused to shut
down facilities with records of abuse,
including Winn and Torrance as noted

earlier, as well as the Farmville Deten-
tion Center in Virginia, Adelanto Deten-

tion Facility, in California, and Eliza-
beth Contract Detention Facility in New
Jersey. Biden picked up where the Trump
administration left off by supporting
lawsuits initiated by private prison

companies to resist state legislation
designed to limit ICE detention in Cali-
fornia and New Jersey.



https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/DWN%20First%20Ten%20to%20Communities%20Not%20Cages.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/DWN%20First%20Ten%20to%20Communities%20Not%20Cages.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2021/after-years-advocacy-ice-announces-it-s-cutting-irwin-county-detention
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2021/after-years-local-advocacy-ice-announces-its-cutting-bristol-county
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2021/after-years-local-advocacy-ice-announces-its-cutting-bristol-county
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/after-over-decade-advocacy-ice-announces-it-will-no-longer-use-etowah-county
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/after-years-advocacy-ice-cuts-berks-county-detention-center-contract-huge
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/after-years-advocacy-ice-cuts-berks-county-detention-center-contract-huge
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/ice-cuts-yuba-county-jail-contract-huge-win-immigrant-community-second-ice
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2022/ice-cuts-yuba-county-jail-contract-huge-win-immigrant-community-second-ice
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/take-action/communitiesnotcages
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/take-action/communitiesnotcages
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Broken%20Promises_DWN%20and%20Project%20South.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Broken%20Promises_DWN%20and%20Project%20South.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/Private%20Prison%20EO%20Analysis%20ENG_SPN%20Final.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewsolender/2021/04/29/im-working-on-it-man-biden-repeatedly-disrupted-by-protesters-at-georgia-rally/?sh=1661fc2e5e3e
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/carceral-carousel
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/carceral-carousel
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/carceral-carousel
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/over-170-organizations-call-biden-administration-end-immigration-detention
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/over-170-organizations-call-biden-administration-end-immigration-detention
https://www.fox23.com/news/ice-transfers-detainees-out-of-oklahoma-due-to-conditions-in-okmulgee-county-facility/article_69755fca-8298-54da-a237-d7f8e9e87d00.html
https://www.fox23.com/news/ice-transfers-detainees-out-of-oklahoma-due-to-conditions-in-okmulgee-county-facility/article_69755fca-8298-54da-a237-d7f8e9e87d00.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-officials-kept-immigration-jails-despite-internal-cost-concerns-2023-09-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/biden-officials-kept-immigration-jails-despite-internal-cost-concerns-2023-09-27/
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Farmville-ICA%20Detention%20Center%20-%20Anthology%20of%20Abuse.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Farmville-ICA%20Detention%20Center%20-%20Anthology%20of%20Abuse.pdf
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/activists-call-for-permanently-closure-adelanto-detention-center/
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/activists-call-for-permanently-closure-adelanto-detention-center/
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Elizabeth-%20Anthology%20of%20Abuse%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/reports/Elizabeth-%20Anthology%20of%20Abuse%20%281%29.pdf
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' DEMAND 3

s -c‘pllaboration, halting migrant prosecutions, and resto
. access to asylum at the border without the use of de

Much of the growth in detention is a
result of Biden’s increasingly hard-
line posture on border and asylum. In
the first year of the Biden administra-
tion, Vice President Kamala Harris told
migrants "do not come", and since then
Biden has repeatedly announced his
intent to ramp up border enforcement
and increase detention. As a result, the
main pipeline into detention has contin-
ued to be through arrests of recent arriv-
als at the border.

In along overdue move, the Biden admin-
istration finally ended Title 42 in 20283,
but only after implementing several
new policies aimed at reducing access
to the border, including creating some
legal pathways for people from certain
countries, increasing deportation

flights, and requiring use of the glitchy
CBP One phone application. These new
policies made it nearly impossible for
most people to access protection at the
border,implemented penalties for those
who are unable to access the new path-
ways or technologies, and increased
militarization at the border and through-
out migration paths in the Americas.

Overall interior enforcement has not
reached the levels of previous admin-
istrations (thanks to intense pressure
from the movement and the implemen-
tation of sanctuary policies). In Janu-
ary 2023, following a strategic advocacy
campaign from community members,
the Biden administration announced

new protections for workers facing
workplace abuse.

However, Biden has failed to take signif-
icant steps to disentangle local crimi-
nal law enforcement from immigration

enforcement. Despite long-standing
calls from advocates and human rights
experts to end these programs, most
crim-imm policies remain in place,
including the Criminal Apprehension
Program which funnels people from
state and local prisons to ICE deten-
tion, and 287g which deputizes police to
assist ICE in immigration enforcement
at local jails.

Additionally, the Biden administration
has failed to adequately intervene in
Texas Governor Abbott’s violent rampage
against migrants, and as a result other
states are starting to follow suit. While
the Biden administration stepped in to

prevent Abbott from maintaining life
threatening buoys and razor wire along
the border, for the past three years under
this administration, ICE has cooper-
ated with Abbott’s draconian Operation
Lone Star which funnels people into the
immigration detention and deportation
pipeline. Under this policy, Abbott has
declared a state of emergency which
has allowed him to arrest migrants
under state trespassing laws and then
turn them over to ICE custody. Nearly
all people who are arrested under this
policy end up in ICE custody, contribut-
ing to Texas’ status as the state with the
most people in ICE detention.


https://www.npr.org/2021/06/07/1004074139/harris-tells-guatemalans-not-to-migrate-to-the-united-states
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/administration-has-co-signed-right-wing-agenda-promotes-fear-demonizes
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/administration-has-co-signed-right-wing-agenda-promotes-fear-demonizes
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/May%202023%20DWN%20Detention%20%26%20Enforcement%20Updates.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/May%202023%20DWN%20Detention%20%26%20Enforcement%20Updates.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/A%20Closer%20Look%20at%20Interior%20Enforcement%20Practices%20%28July%202023%29.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/state-map-immigration-enforcement
https://ndlon.org/dale-campaign/
https://ndlon.org/dale-campaign/
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/un-racial-justice-experts-call-on-biden-to-end-the-287g-program
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/un-racial-justice-experts-call-on-biden-to-end-the-287g-program
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/un-racial-justice-experts-call-on-biden-to-end-the-287g-program
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/national-map-local-entanglement-ice
https://www.aclu.org/publications/license-abuse-how-ices-287g-program-empowers-racist-sheriffs?redirect=sheriffs-report
https://www.aclu.org/publications/license-abuse-how-ices-287g-program-empowers-racist-sheriffs?redirect=sheriffs-report
https://www.nola.com/news/politics/louisiana-immigration-policy-could-face-logistical-problems/article_a4a3365c-ba48-11ee-ba31-c7633a806462.html
https://www.nola.com/news/politics/louisiana-immigration-policy-could-face-logistical-problems/article_a4a3365c-ba48-11ee-ba31-c7633a806462.html
https://www.ilrc.org/ilrc-applauds-judge%E2%80%99s-decision-ordering-removal-buoys-rio-grande-river
https://www.ilrc.org/supreme-court-rules-border-patrol-agents-can-remove-deadly-razor-wire-installed-texas-governor
https://www.endlonestar.com/
https://www.endlonestar.com/
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DEMAND 4 BIDEN IS}

. End the use of invasive, compulsory ICE ATD prog

Consistent with historical trends, as
detention numbers have gone up over
the last three years, the number of people
enrolled in ICE’s so-called alternatives to
detention (ATD) program (the Intensive
Appearance Assistance Program or ISAP)
has skyrocketed. While the number of
people enrolled in the program dropped
in 2023, numbers remain historically
high and ICE plans on surveilling more
and more people. Over the last year, ICE
has put more people on GPS tracking,
including ankle shackles, than the previ-
ous year.

For the past three years, the Biden
administration has experimented
with different forms of surveillance,

including increasing the use of the
SmartLINK phone application, subject-
ing people to home confinement, and
piloting a GPS-tracking enabled smart-
watch. One of these new programs is the
Family Expedited Removal Management
Program (FERM). Through this program,
ICE requires all families arriving at the
border to submit at least one adult to
GPS tracking through an ankle shackle
and includes a house arrest component
which requires families to be confined
to their homes at night.



https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/DWN_The%20Case%20Against%20ATDs_12.1.22.pdf
https://truthout.org/articles/number-of-immigrants-under-punitive-surveillance-quadrupled-on-bidens-watch/
https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/detentionstats/atd_pop_table.html
https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/detentionstats/atd_pop_table.html
https://www.levernews.com/private-prison-firms-set-to-cash-in-on-immigrant-surveillance-boom/
https://www.levernews.com/private-prison-firms-set-to-cash-in-on-immigrant-surveillance-boom/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/migrants-ice-alternatives-detention/
https://immigrantjustice.org/research-items/policy-brief-ices-family-expedited-removal-management-ferm-program-puts-families
https://immigrantjustice.org/research-items/policy-brief-ices-family-expedited-removal-management-ferm-program-puts-families
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. Keep families together by ending deterrence-based "
- immigration policies and permanently end family de

~‘through formal policymaking

\
R
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In his first year in office, Biden ended
use of the three remaining ICE family
detention centers (though two of these
facilities continue to detain adults).
However, the administration failed to
adopt a formal policy ending the prac-
tice of family detention, leaving the door
open for this practice to return. Biden
regressed on this issue as he consid-
ered bringing back family detention in
2023, despite his condemnation of the
previous administration for using family

detention, and the long-documented

harms of the practice. Additionally,
CBP has continued to detain families

throughout processing, resulting last
year in the death of at least one child, 8

year old Anadith Danay Reyes Alvarez.

While advocates have been success-
ful in pushing back against a potential
return of family detention, the adminis-
tration has pivoted to new methods of
controlling the movements of migrant
families. As noted above, in 2023 as a
part of the policies Biden rolled out to
replace Title 42, the administration
established the FERM program which
requires that all families recently arriv-
ing at the border be enrolled in GPS
tracking and home confinement.



https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/if-biden-revives-family-detention-will-be-yet-another-example-how-his
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/over-380-organizations-call-biden-administration-end-family-detention-good
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/over-380-organizations-call-biden-administration-end-family-detention-good
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/anadith-danay-reyes-alvarez-8-year-old-migrant-died-border-patrol-custody-family/

. Cut funding to ICE and CBP in the President’s Fisc

2024 proposed budget and final appropriations bl_ |

In his first two budget proposals, Biden
included reductions in ICE detention fund-
ing. However, the first two spending bills
passed by Congress kept detention funding
consistent for an average daily detention
population (ADP) of 34,000 people while
increasing funding for ICE surveillance.
For this current fiscal year 2024, his initial
request proposed a reduction in deten-
tion capacity to maintain an ADP of 25,000
people but included a "contingency" fund
that would have allowed ICE to grow that
capacity and ultimately maintain an ADP
of up to 34,000 people. He backtracked
even further in the final FY24 bill, negoti-
ating with Republican leadership to pass
historic enforcement funding levels, includ-
ing the highest appropriation for custody
operations in ICE’s history funding an ADP
of 41,500.

Biden made clear his intentions to increase
detention numbers outside of regular
appropriations as well, including through
supplemental requests. In August 2023,
Biden submitted an initial supplemental
funding request which included nearly $1
billion in unrestricted money for enforce-
ment, including to fund so called "commu-
nity-based residential centers" (family
detention by another name), increased
surveillance, and rapid deportations.

With his August funding request unful-
filled, in October 2023 the President again
requested more money from Congresswhich
included $4.5 billion for CBP and $2.5 billion
for ICE, and would fund an additional 1,000
border patrol agents, drastically increase
detention capacity, and further militarize
migration routes. The request also included

$14 billion to fund the Israeli government’s
unfolding genocide in Gaza as well as mili-
tary funding for Ukraine and Taiwan. Repub-
licans immediately demanded that the bill
include harmful immigration policy provi-
sions like those in House Resolution 2. As
negotiations continued, Biden publicly
agreed to concede on several policy issues
to get the supplemental funding bill passed,
signaling to Congress his openness to ramp
up detention and enforcement. The final
negotiated deal included several restric-
tionist policy provisions: a new border
expulsion policy, heightened asylum stan-
dards that would make it nearly impossible
for most people to obtain protection in the
US, and more detention and deportation. It
would have also provided Biden with more
than what he initially asked for, $118 billion
including billions in additional funding to
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ICE and what would have been the largest
appropriation for detention and surveil-
lance funding in ICE’s history. Fortunately,
it has not been approved by Congress thus
far, but remains an ongoing threat.

Most recently, for his fourth budget proposal
for Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25) released in March
of 2024, Biden requested more money than
last year for both ICE and CBP. The proposal
requested a detention capacity of 34,000
and again included a contingency fund
that would allow ICE to add more capac-
ity throughout the year. In addition to this
nearly $26 billion dollar request for ICE and
CBP for FY25, the President again asked
Congress to consider the supplemental
funding request he made in October 2023,
which would infuse the two agencies with
another $7.9 billion.
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https://defundhatenow.org/2023/08/17/congress-must-reject-harmful-white-house-dhs-supplemental-funding-request/
https://defundhatenow.org/2023/08/17/congress-must-reject-harmful-white-house-dhs-supplemental-funding-request/
https://defundhatenow.org/2023/10/23/a-more-militarized-world-is-not-a-safer-one/
https://defundhatenow.org/2023/10/23/a-more-militarized-world-is-not-a-safer-one/
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/happening-now-activists-arrested-protesting-president-biden-s-violent
https://immigrationimpact.com/2023/05/09/new-gop-border-bills-chaos-at-border
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/pressroom/releases/2023/detention-watch-network-demands-biden-congress-reject-cruel-anti-immigrant
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2.6.24_Biden%20Border%20Funding_Explainer_DWN.pdf
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2.6.24_Biden%20Border%20Funding_Explainer_DWN.pdf
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Please contact
with any questions or to get more involved
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