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Silky Shah Multiple reports and calls
Executive Director from p”bll'c hetalth efperts “Lost beds” do not need to be replaced
Detention Watch Network are (':belar‘ bel'orllr ith and are instead a chance to reduce
cleniion walc STWOr responsi e.p"t" ICI ea detention. The administration has

1915 I Street NW. 8t Floor peorzslgcf)l%snew I;e?err?tieoansenot admitted that there is an over-reliance

. ; ) : ' on immigration detention, yet ICE just
Washington, DC 20006 increase detention space. opengd Moshannon, theylargesg

immigration detention center in the
Northeast.

Dear Ms. Shah:

Thank you for your October &, 2021, letter to the [§epartment of Homeland Security
(DHS). Secretary Mayorkas asked that [ respond on his bahalf.

U.S. Immmigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE §has been looking at facilities across
the country to determine sqital_)ility for housing the surge ¢f noncitizens a_nd o repla_ce .bedsl lost  precident Biden
as a result of contract terminations, court orders, and CO -19 pandemic-related limitations.  promised to end
Trends at the  1CE has conducted preliminary inspections and requested proposals for several recently vacated cf,ee‘i'g,’,ii'cfg;g{‘,’g;

border do not  Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) and United States Marshals Service (USMS) contract facilities.  is pursuing

rek;:] eucilrspaaide it_:_?‘gal On September 29, 2021, ICE awarded an Intragovernmental Service Agreement (IGS:QJ’[O\ pﬁsgttéafgtcsi Iti:?i:es
Biden Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, for the Moshannon Valley facility in Philipsburg, that should be

admir;isltra*ﬂon Permsylvania, which is a recently vacated BOP contract facility. The Moshannon Valley facility tsr?; ,t:,tﬁ\r,'ant% ‘;,?,‘;'3,2
can sarely allow

access at the  houses single adult detailed noncitizens and became operational on November 4, 2021. executive order.
border without
ctlgfelrj\?:?o(r)\f ionally, ICE modified the IGSA with Berks County, Pennsylvania, on September
28,2021, and s facility will now be used to detain single adult females. As part of 9 ) |CfE Idg?;‘ not
routine operational stratePy ing, ICE continually asses bedspace needs to safely and =@ Togomg'use
securely house detained noncitizens, ICE considers migration trends atih e with Detention is not
facilities. Discussions with detention partners are an important part o hé’::ég%:g?
mission and occur on a regular ongoing basis. documentation
show that ICE
- detention is
For former BOP an USMS contract facilities, should an IGSA or contract be a ed,  harmful, abusive,
ICE is requiring compliance with Performance-Based National Detention Standard 2011 and even deadly.
(revised 2016). Additionally, we have added requirements for virtual attorney visitation,
transgender &are requirements, and use of the ICE telephone system contractor for detained
noncitizens. ThHANGSA also requires that the contractor prepare and submit a detention oCE only has
modemization pl t takes into consideration the detained population. The plan will provide  with advocates
. . . . . CL after decisions
unique and innovativigolutions in areas such as contact visitation, legal access, freedom of have been made
movement, recreation, adess to medical care, disciplinary practices, and use of force. Other " to open new
acilities without
regard to
community input.
#REE THEM ALL! WWW.ice. 00V
_ The only unique and Over and over again, detention standards and inspections
innovative solutions we have failed to ensure the safety and well-being of people in
W%”ettzgetito°nsché’rftg‘r’s""” detention. Despite the existence of these standards, reports
defund ICE. and to free of abuse and negligence in ICE detention are well-
all people from documented, constant and repeating occurrences.

detention.



Multiple studies
have shown that
detention is not
necessary to
ensure )
appearance. Silky Shah
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areas of focus include electronic logbooks for security checks, use of segregation, multi-
disciplinary after-action reviews, enhanced use of electronic media for health services

scheduling, filing of grievances, informational programming, and enhanced emergency response
raining that integrates medical and security personnel.

Please bear in mind that ICE detains noncitizens to secure their presence for immigration
proceedings and removal from the United States when there is a flight or public safety risk that

Cannon be mitigated or when required by law; it is not a punitive measure. Additionally, ICE is

revising its current detention posture to allow for broader repurposing of the physical
to better meet operational needs. Many noncitizens qualify for the Alternatives to Dete
(ATD) program. ATD use has expanded from over 97,000 participants in fiscal year 2021 t
over 136,000 in October 2021, a 40% increase in the number of participants. ATD uses

/@hﬁqt(;%y to monitor participants enrolled in the program. In fiscal year 2021, over 99% of
ATD participants attended their immigration court hearings.

ilities

A Thank you again for your letter. Please share this response with the cosigners listed in
your organization’s letter. Should you, or they, wish to discuss this matter further please do not

. ; . , ICE detention is
hesitate to contact ICE Office of Partnership and Engagement at iceope(@ice.dhs.gov.

absolutely punitive,
designed to strip
Sincerely, people of their
dignity and restrict
freedom of
movement.

ICE’'s ATD program is harmful
and punitive, restricting
freedom of movement and
surveiling people. It is another
form of detention.

The number of people in ICE’s
“alternative” programming has
not reduced the number of
people detained. Instead the
number of people enrolled in
these programs has risen
exponentially alongside the
number of people in detention.



